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Y ou’ve probably heard the phrase, “don’t blink or you’ll miss 
it.” In the case of the Bethel community, feel free to blink 

all you want, because you’d probably miss it with eyes wide open. 
You’ll never realize that an active community once occupied 

the land at the foot of Mount Nebo, straddling State Highway 155 
(Nebo Road) west of Dardanelle. There is no date available as to 
when Bethel was first settled or why that location was chosen. 

The first settlers to Bethel came mostly from Middle Tennessee 

A Cotton gin, grist mill, and stand up comedy in...

Bethel
Communities of Yell | John Phillips
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View of Mt. Nebo from Bethel 
Road in the mid 1960s.
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For those who don’t know me, I’m Judy Pennington Bennett. Born 
and raised in Dardanelle, Yell County. I write fiction and am the 

author of four publications.
There are, I’m sure, lots of writers in Dardanelle and Yell County. 

They can tell you, as can I, that a little piece of ourselves goes into 
each writing no matter from where we get our inspiration, and we all 
have our special way of putting those precious words on paper. 

Where do I get my inspiration? Anything. Anywhere. Usually a story 
or name or memory from childhood, from yesterday, or just out of the 
clear blue sky.

My first writings were in 1993. I wrote and illustrated eleven children’s 
stories, based on a bedtime story told to our daughter by her dad. That 
is what prompted me to write Sheepy Weepy Adventure Stories. 

They are about the adventures of six little sheep in Sheepy Weepy 
meadow. 

Sheepy Weepy Adventure Stories has never been published but will 
be in the near future. 

What prompted me to write my first book, The Truth Lies Within, 
was a portrait of a woman, done in the 1800’s, I found hidden behind a 
family painting. 

The Truth Lies Within is about Sarah Marie Griffin. A 17-year-old who 
goes on her quest for the answers to the family secrets. Are her par-
ents dead? If so how did they die? If not, then where are they? She 
finds the answers in ways that are sometimes illegal. 

Judy Bennett

“I have to tell her,
thought Sarah. I have 
to tell her he’s dead; 
and after all these 
years, she can come 
home.” “The Truth Lies Within.”

Judy Bennett

Member Spotlight | Nominate a Member of YCHS to be Featured
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Upcoming Guest Presentations

Previous Guest Presentations

 April 19 Jim Benfer will tell the history of the Methodist Church
  in Dardanelle.

 May 17 Michael Finkenbinder, Ryan Knight, Robert Keech, and 
  Diego Hernandez, who will have graduated from Dardanelle High 
  School two days earlier will be reporting on their research of the book,
  True Grit. The results of their research will be on display at the
  Regional Library on Front Street in Dardanelle and at the 
  Dardanelle Community Center.

 June 21 Chris George will share the history of the community of Mt. George.

 July 19 (TBA)

 August 16 (TBA)

 September 20 John Mitchel will tell us about the Arkansas Country Doctor Museum.

 October 18 Jim Yeager, author of Backroads and Baseball returns to YCHS.

 November 15 (TBA)

 December 20 Bob Crossman speaks on the Butterfield Trail in Yell County.

 January 18 Dr. Curtis Varnell spoke on James L Garner. James Garner was
  an early pioneer in western Arkansas. He and his family first settled
  in the area around Dardanelle. After participating in the Mexican War
  and then joining the gold rush to California, he purchased land in
  what was to become Logan County. He served as a captain in the
  Union army during the Civil War and was later instrumental in the
  creation of Logan County from land located in then Yell, Johnson,
  and Franklin counties.

 February 15 Meeting was not held because of the snowstorm.

 March 15 Bud Choate shared the history of another Yell County community,
  Sulphur Springs, along with the hotel and cemetery. Bud was very
  engaging and had the audience going with a series of questions and
  discussions.

Backroads and Baseball, 
author Jim Yeager will be 
guest presenter at the  
October, 18 meeting.

Bud Choate

YCHS Calendar
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Four miles north of Belleville, Arkansas lies one of the best-kept 
secrets of Arkansas. The 82-acre lake was created in 1937. It 

has camping sites, picnic areas, and a fantastic swimming and boat-
ing area. On the south end of the lake is a beautiful dam created 
from native rock containing overflow outlets that allow torrents of 
water to cascade downward 50 feet or more before continuing down 
the nearby creek.

When I was a child, our church would hold picnics there each year. 
We would walk across the dam, enjoy the hiking, and play in the 
water that fell from the dam. Little did I realize that the deep waters 
of the lake held an even greater secret; it was the final resting and 
burial place for the small town of Stafford, Arkansas.

Located just north of Chickalah mountain, the area has a rich his-
tory. Frontier roads crisscrossed the area and served as paths for 
both Union and Confederate forces during the Civil War. Later, those 
same pathways were used by Belle Star and others as they visited 
relatives and friends in Yell County. Small farms dotted the area and 
inhabitants eked out a living growing crops, harvesting the hardwood 
forest, and hunting.

Stafford, one of several small community towns, developed to 
provide goods and services to these farm families. The “Arkansas 
Gazette” of 1898 states that the town had a population of 26 with 
H.R. McKinney as postmaster. It also contained a general store, a 
grist mill, and a church.

Local maps of the time period show a small dot and the name 
Stafford, located right in the middle of what is now Spring Lake.  
The town has disappeared beneath the waters, a product of the eco-
nomic woes of the depression. The 1930s were difficult times and 
jobs and money were hard to come by. Many of the people in Arkan-
sas were dirt poor but land rich. In some cases, the federal govern-
ment bought cheap land from destitute farmers in order to create 
the national forest or parkland.

The CCC and WPA programs that began as part of the Roosevelt 
recovery plan offered jobs building roads, parks, and lakes. Like today, 
those jobs were tied to income and property ownership. Your ability to 
be offered a job was tied to the amount of property you owned, and, 
if you wanted to work, good ole Uncle Sam was willing to buy your 
excess property at a very reasonable rate.

The Town 
Beneath a Lake

Varnell’s History | Dr. Curtis Varnell

Dr. Curtis Varnell is a historian and 
teacher. He has taught in Arkansas pub-
lic schools for over 25 years.  
“My primary objective in education is 
to assist teachers in becoming the best 
possible teacher they can become.”

Stafford shown on a map prior to being 
covered by Spring Lake.
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Clockwise from top: Spring Lake Dam; 
County Road 36D spanning the Bob 
Barnes Branch of Spring Lake at Belleville 
looking west; Spring Lake Crew.

There was a vast expansion of Arkansas property ownership by the 
national government. Traveling Highway 10 from Belleville across 
country roads to Highway 22 near New Blaine, there are no commu-
nities, no farms, and no longer a Stafford, Arkansas. Part of that pur-
chased land became a national forest, dotted here and there by the 
developments on Magazine, Petit Jean, and Nebo mountains. 

In 1937, land was cleared, a large dam was constructed, and water 
began to cover the homes and businesses that once existed. Ed Grey, 
a local resident, remembers his dad taking him to the lake and point-
ing out foundations where the town once stood. 

Today, I look down from the dam and my imagination takes me 
back to the time of my great grandparents. I can see the large Staf-
ford house, watch the children playing in the streets, and hear the 
church bell calling the community to worship in the town beneath 
the waves.
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O n June 17, 1862, from his headquarters in Little Rock,  
Confederate General Thomas C. Hindman, commander of the 

Trans-Mississippi Department, issued General Order 17. 
This authorized the creation of “independent companies” to harass 

federal troops. This began the infamous bushwhacker war in Arkan-
sas and Missouri, and unleashed upon the Ozarks years of banditry, 
ambushes, and revenge killings. 

There are, of course, many familiar names associated with the so-
called border war: William Quantrill, Bloody Bill Anderson, Jesse and 
Frank James, Frank and Cole Younger. But even in a war, characterized 
by red legs, jay hawkers, horse thieves, rapists, and child killers, Sam 
Hildebrand’s tale of wrath and revenge is remarkable. 

It began in 1861, when a Missouri home guard company dragged Sam’s 
brother Frank Hildebrand from his home on accusations of horse stealing
and hanged him. Sam was away on family business but when he returned 
to hear the news of his brother Frank’s demise, he declared, “The die 
was cast. For the sake of revenge, I pronounced myself a Rebel.” 

Sam rode south to Arkansas and accepted a major’s commission. 
He then returned to his homeland as head of a column of confeder-
ate guerillas. He quickly stalked and killed the leader of the home 
guard company who had lynched his brother. In turn, the federal forces 
searched relentlessly for Sam, burning the family farm, killing his 
mother, uncles, and 13-year-old brother, and forcing his wife and five 
children into hiding. 

Sam Hildebrand’s revenge burned bright in the ensuing years. Work-
ing alone or in a small group, and moving by night, Sam wrought 
revenge on the Arkansas-Missouri border, firing a death-dealing rifle he 
named “Kill-Devil.” 

Bloody Border

The Other 74 | Another Place in Arkansas | Dr. Shawn Fisher

General Thomas C. Hindman

This page sponsored by  
John Bearden of  
River Valley Realty. 
800 East Main Russellville, AR 
479-970-8896
realestatebroker@centurylink.net

*
Grave in Hampton Cemetery, Park Hills, Missouri
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He and his men often wore Federal uniforms to sow confusion and 
suspicion, and most importantly, as an element of surprise—shooting, 
killing, looting, burning. This was what Sam Hildebrand called his “war 
of fire and blood against my persecutor.” 

Sam and his guerillas often laid in wait for hours, even days, for a 
chance to shoot at a sworn enemy. After he killed each of his victims 
Sam carved “a little notch” in the stock of Kill-Devil, “to commemorate 
the deed.” A hundred notches decorated the stock of Kill-Devil. 

Sam took the lives of civilians, Federal troops, home guard militia, 
sheriffs, or anyone else upon which he could oblige his wrath. Federal 
officers considered Sam and his guerillas, “the most rugged and thiev-
ing rascals that ever invaded the state.” 

Surprisingly, at the war’s end, Sam laid down Kill-Devil and went back 
to farming. He accepted a Federal parole in Jacksonport, Arkansas on 
May 26, 1865, and moved about afterward for a time as a woodcutter. 
Sam said, “I make no apology to mankind for my acts of retaliation… I 
sought revenge and I found it.” Sam Hildebrand met his maker just as 
he lived. In 1872, Sam was shot dead by a police officer near St. Louis, 
Missouri. You can read more about him in Autobiography of Samuel 
S. Hildebrand: The Renowned Missouri Bushwhacker, edited by Kirby 
Ross, and published by the University of Arkansas Press.

Top: 1865 arrest warrant. Above: Hildeb-
rand disguised as a Yankee soldier armed 
with Colt .44 revolvers.
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T his writer, with each of her books, left a world of history for Yell 
County and Arkansas. Readin’, ‘Ritin’, and ‘Rithmetic, a history 

of former schools and communities of Yell County Arkansas, is the only 
book I have by this author. I wish I had them all. To my surprise, after 
researching, I found nine other books she had written—each filled with 
information pertaining to Yell County and Arkansas. 

Catherine Alberta Eikleberry Rogers was born in a tent on Huckleberry 
Mountain east of Paris. She graduated from Dardanelle High School at 
the age of 16 and then from University of the Ozarks in Clarksville. She 
was a teacher and taught in one-room schools on Huckleberry Mountain, 
Chickalah Village, Havana, Belleville, and Danville High School. She was 
a member of the Church of Christ and the Republican Party. 

Even though her books are out of print, I will list some of them. They 
may be found in our local library. 

Readin’, ‘Ritin’, And ‘Rithmetic. This is a very enjoyable and informative 
history of former schools and communities in Yell County. 

Rabbit In a Rail Pile. A lighthearted look at rural life in Arkansas. 

Moments of Mt. Magazine. An informal history of mountain residents 
and their lifestyles. 

Other titles:  Hoot Owls on the Hill Sides  The Bobwhite Calls 
 Wind the Cat & Put Out The Clock Fever Days 
 Dogtrot Days: A novel of the 1920’s 

Yell County Authors | Judy Bennett

(1914-2010)

Catherine Alberta
Eikleberry Rogers

This page sponsored by  
Alert Printing Services 
Angie and Barry Sims 
402 Union Street  
Dardanelle, AR 72834  
479-229-3567

*
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S ituated North-Northwest of the town of 
Plainview is the unincorporated commu-

nity of Kingston. Kingston is located at a cross-
roads, where Salem Road coming up from Pla-
inview, Kingston Road coming East from Gilkey, 
Peeler Gap Road from Danville, and Growley 
Road that connects to AR Hwy 28 near Ola all 
meet together. 

Kingston is within the *inactive* Lamar Town-
ship, which also includes the communities of 
Plainview, Wing, Steve, Ward’s Crossing, and 
¾ of Nimrod Lake. Kingston is named after Mr. 
King, who opened one of the first businesses (a 
store) in the community. 

The first record of a school in the area was in 
1878, when the adjacent community of Salem 
was assigned district #22. Salem-Kingston  
operated together with the school building located near the Salem 
Cemetery, South of Kingston. The first school building was built of 
logs and contained log benches. It was constructed on land owned by 
George Kelly. Classes were still being held at this location in 1902. 

Eventually, a better school building was built to replace the origi-
nal log school-house. A Baptist Church was located near the original 
school, next to the Salem Cemetery and was converted into a home by 
around 1916. As of 1981, this building is said to still be standing, and 
would provide an approximation of where the log school used to be. 

At some point School district #22 was assigned to Kingston, alone. 
It’s possible that a school operated in both Salem and Kingston for a 
short time. Kingston had it’s own school by at least 1912, but there is 
no exact date available as to when the school moved to Kingston. 

In 1923 the directors of the Kingston School district were; T.A. Wat-
son and W. Kolb. A balloon post office served the Salem-Kingston 
communities from 1878 until a new post office was built in Plainview 
around 1908. 

The school building was torn down after the Kingston district con-
solidated with the Plainview-Rover district, which was created in the 
1930s. A home was constructed on the property. 

Kingston sits at an elevation of 427 ft. above sea level. It is included 
on the Danville Mountain U.S. Geological Survey map. 
*The term “inactive” means the township is unincorporated and provides no government services.

Schools of Yell County | John Phillips

Kingston 1878-1930s

Plainview

Danville

Kingston

Peeler Gap
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Luther Banks has retired” is stated in the 
opening paragraph of an interview included 

in the January 17th, 1979 issue of the  
Dardanelle Post Dispatch. He had worked as a 
barber for 67 years. Sixty of those years, his 
shop was located on Market Street in Dardanelle, 
behind what is now Millyn’s Gift shop. A garage 
currently occupies the spot. He was 92 when he 
decided to retire.

In that 1979 interview, as well as in another 
one a year later with Piney Page of the Russellville 
Courier-Democrat, Luther spoke as a man richly 
blessed with family, friends, and a wealth of won-
derful memories. He was once recognized at the 
airport in Los Angeles, CA while on a trip to visit 
his daughter. The man who spoke to Luther in the 
airport had gotten a haircut from him as a kid.

Luther said he had cut the hair of five genera-
tions of families. The barber chairs in his shop 
were over 100 years old, as were the scissors he 
used on his last day at work. Luther liked how 
people would come to him and ask him about 
things from the past. He recalled crossing the river 
on the pontoon ferry, then later the iron bridge, 

and finally the current bridge at Dardanelle. He remembered when 
Front Street had no buildings close to the river.

One of his best memories was cutting the hair of the Dean brothers, 
Paul and Dizzy. Dizzy was young and playing baseball in Yell County 
when he would go see Luther for a haircut. Dizzy would sometimes pay 
Luther with a bucket of blackberries. He said that Dizzy didn’t let fame 
change him after becoming an MLB player.

Luther married Ursie at age 22. He met her when she came to Dar-
danelle from Lagrange, AR (Woodruff County) to visit her aunt. She 
met Luther and never went back. They raised one daughter, Beatrice, 
who graduated from the U of A Fayetteville and taught school in Comp-
ton, CA. Ursie died in 1955. Luther passed away in 1984. He and his 
wife are buried in the Oak Ridge Cemetery at Dardanelle. 

Business in Old Yell County | John Phillips

Luther Banks:
Barber... Citizen

Top: Mr. Banks cuts the hair of Bobby 
Apple in the mid 1960s. Below: The gray 
building is the approximate location of 
the barber shop. 

“
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Judging Yell County | Mark Thone

(Enough, already)
“Historic!!!”

T he past couple of years have been very interesting for Yell 
County, to say the least. It seems the word, “historic” has been 

used several times over the past few years.
During the “historic” flood of 2019 the water flow rate on the 

Arkansas River reached levels never seen before, or since records 
have been kept. The levees sustained major damage during the flood. 
The biggest area was around and along Highway 155. It has been 
repaired along with the highway. Repairs have begun on the damaged 
section of the Petit Jean levee and should be completed this spring if 
weather permits.

The “historic” bridge across the Petit Jean River at Dale Bend has not 
yet been replaced and the lawsuit is still tied up in court and will most 
likely remain there for a while. The Covid-19 pandemic has slowed 
court proceedings to a crawl.

The “historic” Covid-10 pandemic has reached levels unseen since 
the Spanish Influenza of 1918. The silver lining to all of this has been 
the way the communities have 
joined together to help the 
people of Yell County.

We should all be proud of 
Yell County, in the way that 
the cities of Dardanelle and 
Danville have joined together 
to provide Covid-19 vacci-
nations to all residents. The 
vaccination clinics will con-
tinue throughout the spring 
and possibly through the 
summer months, until every-
one who wants the vaccine 
can receive it.

Please be safe and do your 
part to stop the spread of 
Covid-19. 

God bless and let’s pray that 
in the coming year we don’t 
use the term “historic” again.

Mark Thone is the Yell County Judge.  
He is responsible for the administrative 
functions of the county government as 
well as the county road department.  
He is 4th generation Yell County.

Carol and Kenny George on the back 
porch of their Front Street home in 
Dardanelle during the 2019 flood.
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W here has this been for the past fifty years?”, was the question 
asked by Charles Portis’s brother Jonathan when we first con-

tacted him about the workings of the True Grit Trail posse.
While we had no answer to share, we told him of the efforts of State 

Representative Mary Bentley and State Senator Gary Stubblefield to 
have Arkansas Highway 22 designated the True Grit Trail.

From there the logo you see above was created and a list of some 30 
projects developed to invite people to visit Yell County and see where 
the story of one of the most loved western movies, True Grit, began. 
Mattie Ross, a 14-year-old girl with grit from “near Dardanelle in Yell 
County” told the story.

Perhaps an odd combination: the historical society promoting a com-
munity project based on a novel written by an Arkansas native. How-
ever, a purpose of the Yell County Historical Society is to promote 
interest in the people, places, and happenings of our county.

The True Grit Trail project includes students from Dardanelle High’s 
East Lab who are currently involved in three aspects: researching the 
actual locations and time line of Portis’s book; building a website; and 
developing ideas for the wall murals that Mayor Jimmy Witt has pro-
posed for Dardanelle. The city of Dardanelle is building a cemetery 
near the community center for the Ross family (and Rooster Cogburn). 
The city is also building the remains of the Ross home that, according 
to the book, burnt. 

The JrROTC program of Dardanelle High has volunteered to assist in 
building the horse rails that are to be built in Dardanelle. 

The True Grit Trail logo, property of the Yell County Historical Soci-
ety, is free to businesses to use with the stipulation they cannot 
change anything on the logo. We expect you will see products show up 
with the logo. In Fort Smith there is already a True Grit Running Com-
pany; Paris has a restaurant proclaiming, “best barbecue on the True 
Grit Trail”; and in our area we have True Grit Auction and now a True 
Grit Towing and Recovery company. 

This is an exciting time for our county as we research and promote 
our unique history as “the start of the True Grit Trail”.

Report from the True Grit Trail | Tommy Shay

Hittin’ the

Senator Gary Stubblefield, Representative 
Mary Bentley and JP Tom Berryhill at the 
Dardanelle city limits... the Eastern end 
of the True Grit Trail. Top right: True Grit 
Trail logo.

“



2021  F IRST  QUARTER~VOLUME 45~ISSUE 1  |  13

A rthur Lee Hunnicutt was an American actor known for his por-
trayal of wise, grizzled, and old rural characters. He received an 

Academy Award nomination for Best Supporting Actor for his perfor-
mance in The Big Sky (1952). 

On February 17, 1910, Hunnicutt was born in Gravelly, Arkansas. He 
attended the University of Central Arkansas (Arkansas State Teachers 
College) but dropped out when he ran out of money. 

Hunnicutt gained early acting experience in stock theater and enter-
tained in traveling shows. An article in the September 22, 1940, issue 
of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle reported, “There isn’t a decent sized medi-
cine show traveling through Kentucky, Illinois, Georgia, Indiana, or 
Mississippi, nor a stock company touring those states, which hasn’t 
had the name of Arthur Hunnicutt on its programs.” After eight years 
of such activity, he enrolled in 1936 in a drama school in Cleveland to 
study theatrical techniques for a year. 

He moved to Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts, where he joined 
up with a theatre company. Moving to New York City, he worked in 
the laundry at the Algonquin Hotel for 17 months before landing roles 
in Broadway productions. While touring as the lead actor in Tobacco 
Road, he developed the country character he would play throughout 
his career, often cast as a character much older than himself. 

Hunnicutt’s first film was Wildcat (1942). He appeared in a num-
ber of films in the early 1940s before returning to the stage. In 1949 
he moved back to Hollywood and resumed his film career. He played a 
long string of supporting-role characters—sympathetic, and wise rural 
types, as in The Red Badge of Courage (1951), The Lusty Men (1952), 
The Kettles in the Ozarks (1955), The Last Command (1955, as Davy 
Crockett), The Tall T (1957), Cat Ballou (1965, as Butch Cassidy), El 
Dorado (1966) and The Adventures of Bullwhip Griffin, (1967).

Throughout the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s, Hunnicutt made nearly 40 guest 
appearances on American television programs. He made appearances 
on Perry Mason, Bonanza, Cheyenne, Gunsmoke, The Outer Limits, 
The Rifleman, Wanted: Dead or Alive, The Andy Griffith Show, The 
Wild Wild West, Adam-12, and The Twilight Zone. In one of his last 
movies, Moonrunners, (1975)—the precursor to The Dukes of Haz-
zard—he played the original Uncle Jesse. 

Hunnicutt died of cancer at the Motion Picture & Television Country 
House and Hospital at age 69. He was buried in the Coop Prairie Cem-
etery in Mansfield, Arkansas. 

Famous Faces of Yell County | Profile

Arthur Lee Hunnicutt
(1910-1979)
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N ashville Songwriters Hall of Famer and multiple Grammy  
winner Kay Toinette Oslin was a country music pioneer. Her 

fame was short-lived, but her influence has been long lasting. Oslin 
was born May 15, 1942, in Crossett, a southeastern Arkansas town 
founded as a lumber town. 

Oslin attended Lon Morris College in Jacksonville, Texas, majoring 
in drama. But despite her theatrical aspirations, she also got into folk 
music, which was enjoying a resurgence in popularity, and was often 
heard on U.S. college campuses. 

In the mid-1960s, Oslin moved to New York City to pursue a career 
in acting. And she ended up living there for 20 years, working steadily. 
Oslin appeared on and off Broadway in Promises, Promises, Hello, 
Dolly!, West Side Story, and other lesser-known productions. 

In the early 1980s, she released a couple of country-sounding sin-
gles as “Kay T. Oslin.” After they tanked commercially, she asked to be 
released from her recording contract. But Oslin’s songs—with titles like 
“Clean Your Own Tables” and “Younger Men (Are Starting To Catch My 
Eye)”—stood out. 

Oslin was in her mid-40s when her debut album, 80’s Ladies, was 
released. The 1987 album was a huge smash, launching her immedi-
ately onto country music’s A-list. 80’s Ladies became a country music 
juggernaut, as did Oslin.

With her background, Oslin’s lyrics nimbly addressed issues rarely 
heard in country music, touching on sexism and ageism in life and 
love. In addition to her incredibly successful solo career, Oslin’s songs 
have been recorded by such country music legends as Dottie West, 
Gail Davies, Dusty Springfield, and the Judds. Despite her unique age 
to be launched as a “new” artist, Oslin was embraced by the music 
industry’s establishment. 

80’s Ladies was eventually certified platinum. The album’s hit title 
song earned Oslin the Country Music Association Award for Song of the 
Year—the first-ever female songwriter to win the award. “Do Ya” from 
the album became her first number one song. At an age when many 
singers are planning their comebacks, Oslin won a Grammy and was 
named CMA Female Vocalist of the Year. 

Although her later-in-life debut was nearly singular in its vision, Oslin 
proved it was not an anomaly. The follow-up to 80’s Ladies, 1988’s 
This Woman, also went platinum, also won a CMA Award and, this 
time added two Grammys to Oslin’s collection. Her third album, 1990’s 
Love In A Small Town, hit the top five and was certified gold, and 

Arkansongs is hosted by Stephen Koch 
and heard on National Public Radio  
stations across Arkansas and other 
regional states. Each week, Arkansongs 
examines another facet of Arkansas  
music, exploring the people and events 
that have made the state among the most 
important in forming the American musical 
vernacular that has in turn influenced the 
world. Heard in Yell County on KUAR on 
Fridays at 6:51 am and 6:20 pm.

Arkansongs | Stephen Koch

Kay Toinette Oslin (1942-2020)

K.T. Oslin
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included her biggest hit, “Come Next Monday”. With only three albums 
to her credit—but several hit songs, including four number ones—Oslin 
released a greatest hits album: 1993’s wonderfully-titled Songs From 
An Aging Sex Bomb. 

Oslin then did some acting, including in the Sandra Bullock-starring 
1993 film The Thing Called Love, and an episode of The Carol Burnett 
Show. She made a one-off appearance on the Sharp County, Arkansas-
based sitcom, Evening Shade, produced by Hampton, AR, native Harry 
Thomason and Linda Bloodworth-Thomason of Poplar Bluff, Missouri. 

In 1996, Oslin released a new album, My Roots Are Showing. Then, 
another five years passed before her next one, called Live Close By, 
Visit Often. 

Oslin’s final album was also her first in 14 years—and only her sixth 
over a country music career that spanned four decades. Called Simply, 
it was released in 2015. Simply included a reworking of 80’s Ladies, 
bringing her recording career full circle. Oslin died December 21, 2020. 

Clockwise from top left: Album covers for 
80’s Ladies, Love In A Small Town, and 
This Woman. Oslin with Samantha Mathis 
in The Thing Called Love. She played 
Lucy, owner of the Bluebird Cafe.



Community History | Catherine Rogers

T he gateway to the beautiful Blue Mountain Lake is Waveland, 
a little town in western Yell County. No history prior to the 

Civil War of the community was found. 
The earliest record of business there was that of Colonel A.V. 

Reiff. He came to Yell County in 1874. He built 
a saw mill, grist mill, and cotton gin on Rock 
Creek.

Mr. J.M. Wiseman was instrumental in get-
ting the post office established in 1881. Mr. 
Reiff was the first postmaster. As to the naming 
of the town, the story is that Mr. Reiff’s daugh-
ter, upon viewing the area from the mountain, 
said the scene was one of wavy land —hence 
Waveland seemed the appropriate name. The 
first passenger train came through Waveland on 
December 10, 1899.  

Before the turn of the century the Howard 
mills were erected on Rock Creek. Cotton gins, 
saw mills, and grist mills were always important 
to the economy of the early settlements. As late 
as the 1920’s Mr. J.M. Wiseman and doctors J.E. 
Underwood and Dr. Eric Underwood, father and 
son, ran a flour mill there on the creek. 

Between 1899 and World War II, several mer-
chants served the town. Most of the stores 
offered general merchandise, groceries, shoes, 
hardware, dry goods, and patent medicines. 
Most of the stores, as the need arose, had gas-
oline pumps out in front. Blacksmith shops were 

always a part of the town. Later, garages and auto repair shops 
sprang up. For many years the cannery was in operation during the 
summer months. 

Before electricity was available many homes and stores used Del-
cos for lighting. When traveling shows came to town, the Delcos 
were brought along with the tents and movies were enjoyed.

The exact date of the school district’s formation was not located 
but it was on record in 1877 as Rock Creek School #6, the sixth 
public school district in Yell County. The town had not been named 
at that time. The population was such that in the 1920’s school 
enrollment reached 180 at what was then Waveland #6. 

Waveland

Contributors: Lillian fearce, Eugene and 
Perry Wiseman and Lora Ray. 

Article submitted in May, 1984 by  
Syble (Rogers) Kasterke.

Advertisement for Delco-Light from the 
April 25, 1919 issue of the Richmond 
(VA) Times Dispatch. 
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For the Love of History | Joseph Morris, Dardanelle High School

F or all of history, humans have been drawn to 
rivers. They provide water for drinking and 

growing crops as well as a steady food supply in 
the form of fish.

Nearly every early human society was built 
around a river and Yell County follows this ancient 
example. It finds itself in the Arkansas River Val-
ley, a location that affords it the benefits men-
tioned above, but also brings one very serious 
and—as of late—very visible risk: the risk of dev-
astating floods.

Throughout the history of Yell County, there have 
been several such floods, leaving desolation and 
ruin in their wake. One of the earliest and most 
significant floods of this nature occurred nearly a 
hundred years ago in 1927. It was so destructive 
that it became known as the “Great Flood of 1927.”

Beginning in April of the same year, following 
heavy rainfall, the levees broke, unleashing enough 
water to cover 6,600 square miles. In addition to 
the nearly 100 people killed in Arkansas, the flood 
destroyed more than two million acres of farmland, 
leaving the local economy devastated.

The water remained in many places until Sep-
tember, preventing farmers from planting their 
crops and ensuring that many Arkansans would go 
without food and water in the months to come.

Since then, Yell county has seen a number of floods, most notably in 
1943, 1945, and 1957, only coming to an end with the completion of 
the Dardanelle Lock and Dam in 1969.

This would prove to be an imperfect solution, however, when in 2019 
Yell County experienced the greatest flood it had seen in decades. In 
May and June of that year, intense rainfall caused the river to rise dra-
matically, resulting in the breach of a Dardanelle levee.

The subsequent flood forced many in Yell County to evacuate their 
homes and resulted in a disaster declaration for sixteen counties.

This flood, like the many before it, has burned itself into the hearts 
and minds of residents of Yell County and of Arkansas as a whole, 
and will continue to shape our understanding of what it means to live 
in Yell County.

Preserving history requires being taught 
from the perspective of learning and 
understanding. For each issue we invite a 
student from one of the four Yell County 
high schools to share on a topic of their 
choosing that is related to history. 

Joseph Morris

Boat Rescue during the 1927 flood.

Fickle River
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The year, 2021, is shaping up to be one of 
solid potential for the Yell County Historical 
Society (YCHS). 

One year ago, the idea of disbanding the YCHS was first brought up 
at a monthly meeting. Covid-19 restrictions resulted in the cancellation 
of the remaining spring meetings. No additional discussions occurred 
until the September meeting. At the September, 2020 meeting, the 
idea of disbanding the YCHS was brought up again, and tabled until 
October. In October the YCHS voted to continue operating. 

We adopted the “True Grit Trail” project, making it part YCHS. 
Tommy Shay has stepped into the role of managing editor of the bul-
letin and his wife Marilyn is now treasurer of YCHS. The bulletin, as 
you’ve already noticed, has been redesigned in the form of a newsletter 
intended to engage a wider audience than in the past. The YCHS voted 
to approve the redesign of the bulletin into the newsletter format dur-
ing the March 2021 meeting. 

The newsletter will contain articles by different authors covering a 
variety of topics related to Yell County history. Among these topics will 
be a regular article called “Communities of Yell” in which a lost or little 
known town or community will be featured. 

Other articles will feature lost school districts scattered across our 
county, where many of our parents and grandparents grew up attend-
ing school. We also hope to include a regular feature on lost businesses 
of Yell County. People who have written books and publications will be 
featured in our Yell County Authors section. There is one article titled, 
“For the Love of History” that is reserved for any high school student in 
the county to write about any historical topic they wish, as long as it is 
about either Yell County or Arkansas history. 

Our article on “The Other 74” is for news and historical events that 
occurred in any of the other counties across Arkansas, and can be writ-
ten by a guest author. That’s just some of the changes coming with the 

 Beginning balance as of 1/1/2021 .......$8,616.62

 Dues collected since 1/1/2021 .......$105.00

 Purchased TV for speaker’s 
 PowerPoint presentations .......$271.87

 Ending Balance .......$8449.75

 Treasurer Report | Marilyn Shay

Yell County Historic Society | President, John Phillips

Historic Years

John Phillips

Marilyn Shay
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redesigned newsletter. I hope you will enjoy it and find each quarterly 
issue to be something worth keeping. 

If you’ve seen the bulletin in recent years, you probably noticed no 
significant genealogical information within it. The role of genealogical 
research has dried up across the country and our members with a pas-
sion for such work have passed away. Such changes made it necessary 
to redesign the bulletin into the new format.

Paid advertising will be included in the newsletter in the form of  
letting businesses sponsor a page within the newsletter, and their  
ad will be at the bottom of the page. Cost of a sponsorship is $35.00 
per issue. 

Plans for a YCHS website may reach fruition this spring, and we 
already have a Facebook page. The newsletter and bringing in guest 
speakers from farther away will cost money. At our March YCHS meet-
ing we voted to create a committee to oversee how we are spending 
our money and to keep us from waking up one day having depleted 
our treasury. If you are a member of the YCHS and would like to serve 
on that committee please let us know! 

During the March 2021 meeting the YCHS voted to increase our mem-
bership dues from $15.00 per year to $25.00. A lifetime membership 
was increased from $100.00 to $250.00. We also voted to continue 
meeting the 3rd Monday of each month year-round, and not take off 
during the summer months or skip meeting in December. 

I look forward to 2021 being a positive year for the YCHS. Feel free 
to get involved and give us any ideas you have! We need volunteers to 
get involved, if you’d like to help. Hope to see you at our next meeting!

Join Us!
We invite you to become a part of the Yell County Historical Society. In 
addition to annual dues, through the giving by our members, we are 
able to pay for the many things we do in Yell County. Please share your 
contact information on the form below so we can add you to our mem-
bership roll and our mailing list for this quarterly newsletter.
Send to: Yell County Historical Society
 PO Box 622
 Dardanelle, AR 72834

Our Mission
The purpose of the Yell County 

Historical Society is to promote 

individual and general interest  

in the history of Yell County.  

We collect, preserve and  

publish pertinent information  

concerning Yell County history.

YCHS works to identify historical 

sites and landmarks. Many of 

the historical markers you see 

in Yell County were paid for 

and installed by the Yell County 

Historical Society. We conduct 

tours of historical sites; and 

prepare articles for magazines, 

bulletins and books. YCHS is the 

parent organization of the True 

Grit Trail project. Of particular 

interest is our demonstrating to 

all, the importance and value of 

learning about the individuals 

and events that have affected 

life in Yell County.

 Name

 Address 

 City  State  Zip

 E-mail  Phone 

 Membership Dues 

 Individual  $25.00 yearly
 Family  $50.00 yearly
 Lifetime  $250.00
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and were among the first in the area to build a cotton gin and a grist 
mill. Back then, each community was on its own for most necessities. 

A gin provided the cotton refinement while the grist mill (a.k.a. 
corn mill, flour mill or feed mill) would grind the grain needed to 
make food for people and their animals. Bethel did have a social 
life, as people would gather for amateur theater, and what we today 
might call stand-up comedy. 

Such events were put on by local talent and provided enjoyment 
for the community, especially at Christmas time. Most of the first 
settlers at Bethel were affiliated with the Baptist Church. 

Tourists heading to Mount Nebo often stopped in Bethel. A school 
was built in 1882 at the intersection of Bethel Road and Hwy 155 
(Nebo Road). 

Bethel Road runs North & South between State Highways 27 and 
22. The school was called the Mt. Zion School and it operated until
1930, when consolidation brought Bethel into the Dardanelle School
District.

Continued from page 1

Bethel Road


